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BROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LABORATORY
ASSOCIATED UNIVERSITIES. INC. /Q_{
UPTON. L..I.. N. Y. REFER

TEL YAPHANK 4 6262

Mav 1, 1961

Mr. Jonathan B, Bingham

U. S. Representative to the

Trusteesnip Council of the 'inited Nations
Us S. Mission to the United Nations

2 Park Avenue

New Yorkx 16, N,Y.
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Dear Mr. Bingham:

As you requested in our interview of April 2Sth, the
following information concerns the last annual medical
survey carriad out in the Marshall Islands in March, 1661,

The following personnel participated in the survey:
N From the United States, 5 medical experts; 5 medical tech =
nicians, FPFrom the Trust Territory Department of Public
Health, 1 physician; 1 dentist; 1 medical practitioner; 4
Marshallese technicians and 1 Marshallese interpreter., In
addition, there were about 5 Marshallese who assisted, generally,

with the examinations,

It was necessary to carry out examinations on other Islands
in addition to Rongelap since some of the people have moved to
these Islands. The following groups were examined at the
dates indicated,

Exposed Rongelap
Lccation Dates To Fallout Peoelc Total

———————o et

26 35
23 30
* 118 201

Kwa jalein Mar., 11, 12
Ma juro Mar. 14,15,16
Rongelap Mar, 20 - 31 8

3
| § People Unexposed

w ~1 O

*Includes children of exposed,
The medical survey included the following examinations:
1. Interval medical histories,

2, Complete physical examinations including special cancer
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detection studies, growth and development measurements in
children, and aging studies,

3. Comnlete hematolovsical exatinations including white

blend cell counts, red blood cell counts, differential counts,
hematocrit, hcmojlobin, special smears for alkaline phoscha =
tase and pasophile c¢ounts, and in certain cases, reticulocyte
counts. 31lood samples wera brought back for other stndies
such as 1iron, calcium, and phospuorous deterrninations, choles-
terol levels, etc., to De carried out in laboratories ir the
lnited Sta.es,

4, VUrine analvses, routine anc¢ coliections for radinchemical
aralyvsis,

Ze Food collections for radiochemical analysis,

%
P

examinations for growth and developrment studies in

6. X
ch y and chest plates in adult s,

~r3
“idren

Ao

7o Whole body counts (gamna spectroscopy) were carri.d out to
determine the levels of radicactivity in tre -eople using the
21-ton steel room on board ship.,

Toe medicel data has not as vet been aunalyzed but iv carn
be stated that tiere were 1o a-narent illnesses or cdisabiilities
ated to radiaticon effects ane tie state of nutrition appeared
be generally cood and about the sare as has heen neted in
he past years. {hnere had Heen no deaths in the past v.ar in
tte exposed population, '

I woulc like to review again, briefly, somc of the com =
nlaints the [longelap people expressed at a meeting we held
witr them on our recernt survey, These c:mpla’nis I unaerstand
were atout tihe same that were expressed to the United Narions
grour. Some of the pcople complained of feelin: weak but we
found no medical reason for such a complaint, Thev complaine(
asair this vear about poisoning »y certair {ish, inferring that
it was the result ot fallout, “hey claim that certain fish have
a black s»not in the:r abd ren, wnich they bdelieve is a result
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lciiness. [he altual radiation
v Lw ind since rish poison =
isiands lon. vetore thre fall -
arnarenf reason o connect radiatioen
only ivem i thelr diet which is
0

of racdiation and caises tre =
levels in the fish 1s extrene
inrg has Heer wreosent inot 2
TS3T U TR

Vv’i (S ih1s

fortidden nut cron and this is due to the
fact thar s ctivediv concentrote Strontium-Q0,
Coconut ¢ A 1dered a ﬁplicacy bv the oeople and
trev are dis;rurtlc: "y the fact ttevire not allowed to eat
them.  Radicactiv:ity levels in other foods are quite low
and ccusidered gui sale ftor cosrsumption. Another com =
slairt was it the cocrnuts were small ans tnat there were
certain charses ir coconniz and nandanus trees, which thev be =
iiove are due 1o fallouat, rTtE true traL there are SOme pe -
culiaritics an thc veserai!on 21 rhe northernmost islands (which
Teceyved A TuCn heav.er wGee of radriat. n), but it is not known
whether fhese peculiarities are Jdue to radiation, At any rate,
tne numbez o) . t trees involvew annear smoll and would not
Tikely, 1o a2y Opinlow, irfl:encc tierr sconomy., Another com -
r

G not heord betore was tlat several people had
: L the nouth from eating
w2s due to radiat.ion, Again
In tiis ~lant is r
NI n
¢
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1
¢ ragqiation levels

the b vert low and ceuld not pro-
duce such 2 iects. It secws more likely (ilat these effects re -
o)

sulted rrom impropcr he ¢t our, which has beern

Known ‘0 ~ro tuce <unh mntoms, Troe abnorwsal baby that was born
atid Jdied atver n o few davs lan oncepihalic) was born ol an unexpcsed
WOSAL Chw bt owes ot o TelT tnat vadiation hod anytxlng to do with
Vg -

~lad Do g

hope that the above inforsat:on will e of some help to
a o

vou, We oibcueld ve more of the dava aralvzed by the time the
Truzteesiin Jouncil meats in Jure ana I owill be glad to furniskh
ary Zartner Informatvion ihat ven say owalt,

It was a pleasure meetin ' with v oano T hope that vou will
have an opportonlly some time T2 visit os sere at drookhaven,

Sincer. ly vours,

4 / e
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Fobert A, Conard, »M.D.
Mecdical llesearch Center
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